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University Union Offering Students Information, Self-Expression, Support
As War Begins in Iraq
SAN LUIS OBISPO -- Cal Poly students studying for winter quarter finals in the University Union were able
to get the latest details on the opening salvos of war in Iraq today on big-screen TVs set up in the student
center.
In addition to the big-screen TV in the UU lobby, Cal Poly is placing a screen in UU 220, which will broadcast
continuous CNN coverage on the situation in Iraq through the first week of spring quarter (April 1-4).
Cal Poly will also set up a poster-paper "comment wall" outside UU 220 complete with markers for students
to express their opinions about events in Iraq; the comment wall will remain in place through the first week of
classes also.
"We want the UU to be a safe environment -- a place for students to get up-to-date information, to talk about
what's going on, or seek assistance and support if they feel they need it," said Dave Edwards, director of the
University Union.
The comment wall and additional TV broadcast area were to be in place this afternoon (March 20). The last
day of winter quarter finals is March 21; many Cal Poly students have already departed for spring break
(March 24-31).
Cal Poly will continue to offer the comment wall and CNN broadcasts through spring break. When students
return to campus for the first day of spring quarter April 1:
CNN will be broadcast on the televisions in the first-floor UU lobby beside Bishop's Lounge and
outside Julian's coffee shop.
Bishop's Lounge will be available for counselors to meet with students as needed for individualized,
informal sessions.
McPhee's Games Area will be available as a stress-release location for those wanting a break from the
news coverage.
The Cal Poly Public Affairs Department will provide more information on the university's response to the war
in Iraq and any campus activities for students, faculty and staff as details become available. Check the Cal
Poly News Web site at www.calpolynews.calpoly.edu for details.
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